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Eckert, Kathryn Bishop, 1935-2022
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MS-754

1890-2007

1978-1982

8.2 cubic feet (6 Paige boxes, 6 card boxes, 1 manuscript box,
and 1 oversize folder)

English .

1-13

Collection, circa 1890-2007, of research materials compiled
by Kathryn Bishop Eckert (Kathryn Anne Bishop Omoto) in
the process of writing The Sandstone Architecture of the Lake
Superior Region (PhD. diss., Michigan State University, 1982;
Wayne State University Press, 2000).

MI.

Preferred Citation

MS-754, Kathryn Bishop Eckert Sandstone Architecture Research Papers, Michigan
Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical Collections, Houghton,
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Biographical Note

Known professionally as Kathryn Bishop Eckert, Kathryn Anne (Bishop) Omoto was born on
August 4, 1935 in Detroit, Michigan to Azalia (Cook) and William Reaume Bishop. Eckert
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attended Mount Holyoke College, graduating with a BA in the history of religion in 1957.
She later received a MA in art history (1970) and a Ph.D. in American studies (1982) from
Michigan State University.

From 1970 to 1997, Eckert worked as an architectural historian and historical preservationist
at the Michigan History Center and the Michigan State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO).
She served as Michigan's State Historic Preservation Officer from 1992-1997.

She was a founding member of the Keweenaw National Historical Park Commission, Preserve
Historic Sleeping Bear, and Friends of the Michigan State Capitol. She also served as the Board
Chair of the Fishtown Preservation Society, as a trustee of the Americana Foundation, and as
an advisor to the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

Eckert received many professional honors, including distinguished service awards from
the American Institute of Architects, the President's Award from the Michigan Historic
Preservation Network, and a fellowship from the Society of Architectural Historians.

Eckert authored Buildings of Michigan (Oxford University Press, 1993; University of Virginia
Press, 2012), The Sandstone Architecture of the Lake Superior Region (Wayne State University
Press, 2000), and The Campus Guide: Cranbrook (Princeton Architectural Press, 2001).

Kathryn married Ronald Charles Eckert in 1958, divorcing in 1978. She married a second time
in 1986 to Sadayoshi Omoto. She and Sadayoshi lived in Okemos and Leland, MI. Sadayoshi
passed away on March 4, 2013. Kathryn passed away in Leland on July 15, 2022.
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Scope and Contents

Collection, circa 1890-2007, of research materials compiled by Kathryn Bishop Eckert (Kathryn
Anne Bishop Omoto) in the process of writing The Sandstone Architecture of the Lake Superior
Region (PhD. diss., Michigan State University, 1982; Wayne State University Press, 2000).
Contents include research notes, correspondence, historical preservation site evaluations,
photographs, historical newspaper articles, blueprints, building specifications, books and book
excerpts, and articles.

Series I, Research Files, contains files on subjects relevant to Omoto's research. Subjects
include sandstone buildings, quarries and quarry companies, people involved with sandstone
architecture, building materials, and architectural history. The sandstone building research
files contain historical newspaper articles, books and book excerpts, blueprints, building
specifications, maps, photographs, historical preservation site evaluations, research notes,
and correspondence. Most materials are photocopies rather than originals. The quarries and
quarry companies research files contain information sheets for quarry companies (noting the
name of corporation, date of incorporation, location of quarry, description of stone, resulting
buildings, etc.) and sources documenting the companies. The Milwaukee brick research files

- Page 4-



Kathryn Bishop Eckert Sandstone Architecture Research Papers MS-754

contain sources on Milwaukee brick, also known as Cream City brick. Eckert's first draft of The
Sandstone Architecture of the Lake Superior Region included a chapter on Milwaukee brick,
which she juxtaposed with sandstone; a draft of this chapter is included here. The building
personnel research files contain information about architects, builders, craftsmen, contractors,
and investors involved with sandstone architecture in the Lake Superior region. The final set of
research files contains research sources, notes, and correspondence.

Series II, Card Files, includes card files for building evaluations, quarries and quarry
companies, building personnel, and research sources. The first set of card files contains
building evaluations from historical preservation surveys conducted by Omoto, her
department, and affiliates. Cards list buildings' names and locations, and often additional
information such as their architects, original and present usage, and citations for sources
documenting their history. Some evaluations include photographs, and many are supported by
additional cards containing research notes. The second set of card files documents quarries and
quarry companies, including information such as their location, founding date, and resulting
buildings. The third set of card files includes information about architects, carpenters/builders,
engineers, and contractors/developers involved in sandstone architecture. The final set of card
files includes citations and requests for research sources, notes, and some copies of sources.

Series III, Publication Materials, consists of materials documenting the publication of The
Sandstone Architecture of the Lake Superior Region. Contents include correspondence,
documents, and a copy of the original typeset manuscript of The Sandstone Architecture of the
Lake Superior Region.
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Arrangement

This collection is arranged in three series: Research Files, Card Files, and Publication Materials.
The Research Files series and the Card Files series are further arranged in subseries by topic.
Materials within each series are typically filed alphabetically, following Eckert's original order.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical Collections
1400 Townsend Drive
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Houghton 49931
copper@mtu.edu
URL: http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives/

Conditions Governing Access

Available for use in the Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country
Historical Collections.

Conditions Governing Use

Various copying restrictions apply. Guidelines are available from Michigan Technological
University Archives & Copper Country Historical Collections.
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Controlled Access Headings

*  Quarries and quarrying

*  Sandstone buildings

*  Sandstone -- Michigan

*  Surveys -- Michigan -- Upper Peninsula
*  Houghton County (Mich.)

. Marquette County (Mich.)

*  Minnesota

+  Wisconsin

*  Blueprints (Reprographic copies)
+  Correspondence

. Newspapers

+  Photographs

. Research (Document genres)

Collection Inventory

Research Files, approximately 1890-2007

Sandstone buildings, 1893-2007
Title/Description Instances

Houghton County, Michigan, 1906-2004 box 1 folder 1-65
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Houghton County, Michigan, 1906-2004
Keweenaw County, Michigan, undated
Baraga County, Michigan, 1979-1993
Marquette County, Michigan, 1980-2000
Marquette County, Michigan, 1980-2000
Alger County, Michigan, 1976-1981

Luce County, Michigan, 1980

Chippewa County, Michigan, 1955-2007
Chippewa County, Michigan, 1955-1977
Delta County, Michigan, 1980

Gogebic County, Michigan, 1981-2006
Wisconsin and Minnesota, general, undated
Ashland, Bayfield, and Washburn, Wisconsin, 1893-1981

Superior and West Superior, Wisconsin, and Duluth,
Minnesota, 1981-2003

United States, general, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Illinois, and Ohio, 1912-1985

United States, general, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Illinois, and Ohio, 1912-1985

Ontario, Canada, undated

Quarries and quarry companies,
1890-2005

Milwaukee brick, 1947-1995
Building personnel, 1980-2006

Research sources, 1975-1998
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Card Files, approximately 1890-2007

Sandstone buildings, 1974-1981
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box 2
box 2
box 2
box 2
folder 1
box 2
box 2
box 2
box 3
box 3
box 3
box 3
box 3

box 3

box 3

box 4

box 4

box 4

box 5

box 6

box 6
box 7

folder 1

folder 1-10
folder 11
folder 12
folder 13-65
item 1
folder 66-68
folder 69
folder 70-75
folder 1
folder 2
folder 3-6
folder 7
folder 8-53

folder 54-79

folder 80-88

folder 1-6

folder 7

folder 8-86

folder 1-18

folder 1-44

folder 45-87
folder 1-30

item 2
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Title/Description Instances

Houghton County, Michigan, 1974-1987 box 8 folder 1
Ontonagon County, Michigan, 1975-1978 box 8 folder 2
Baraga County, 1975-1980 box 8 folder 3
Marquette County, Michigan, 1975-1981 box 8 folder 4
Marquette County, Michigan, 1975-1981 box 9 folder 1
Alger County, Michigan, 1976 box 9 folder 2
Chippewa County, Michigan, 1975-1980 box 9 folder 3
Delta County, Michigan, 1975-1980 box 9 folder 4
Schoolcraft County, Michigan, 1976-1980 box 9 folder 5
Iron County, Michigan, 1977 box 9 folder 6
Gogebic County, Michigan, 1975-1981 box 9 folder 7
Ashland County, Wisconsin, 1980 box 10 folder 1
Bayfield County, Wisconsin, 1980-1981 box 10 folder 2
Iron County, Wisconsin, 1980 box 10 folder 3
Douglas County, Wisconsin, 1980-1981 box 10 folder 4
Wisconsin, general, undated box 10 folder 5
St. Louis County, Minnesota, 1980 box 10 folder 6
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota, undated box 10 folder 7
United States, general, Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, box 10 folder 8
Ohio, Nebraska, 1981
Ontario, Canada, undated box 10 folder 9

Quarries and quarry companies, 1977 box 10 folder 10

Building personnel, 1977 box 11

Research sources, 1979-1983 box 12-13
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box 7 folder 31-36

Publication Materials, 1997-2007
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